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PROJEKT CUBESPACE A ZAROVEN ARCHITEKTONICKO-
-PROJEKCNJ ATELIER SE V POSLEDNIi DOBE
SPECIALIZUJE - VEDLE TRADICNIHO NAVRHOVANI
— PRUKOPNICKY NA PROBLEMATIKU MOBILNI
ARCHITEKTURY A DESIGNU. TENTO TREND JE VE
SVETE BEZNY A VYUZIVA RUZNE TECHNOLOGIE.

M V ceském pojeti modularita nabizi indivi-
dudlni feSeni a novy smér v navrhovani sta-
vebnich projektd, zaroven i Zivotni styl nejen
mladé generace stavebnikd. Snahou autord

je zavedeni zajimavého feseni do podminek
v Ceské republice a souladu zajimavé archi-
tektury a finan¢niho modelu. Na zakladni

principy a moznosti mobilniho designu jsme
se zeptali jednoho z autord projektu
Martina Kokty ze spole¢nosti CB.

Na letosnich Stavebnich veletrzich
Martin Kokta Brno predstavil vas ateliér projekt

Cubespace. Co vas inspirovalo a co
predchézelo této prezentaci?

Myslenka projektu Cubespace je trochu dlouhodobéjsi zalezitost. Ve
vaznéjsi podobé se zrodila zhruba pred dvéma a pul roky, kdy jsme
s kolegou byli zklamani drovni a stavem nékterych drobnéjsich projektq,
jez vznikaly na tzemi Ceské republiky. To zklamani vyplyvalo hlavné
z celkové koncepce a pojeti celych izemi, kvality architektonického zpra-
covani a hlavné technologickych postupt pi realizaci staveb. Chtéli jsme
hledat nové sméry, které by mohly nabidnout zajimava fedeni, vyuziti
novych technologii a takovy zplisob zpracovani, jez by umoznilo i za -

Project Cubespace and also the architectural-project
atelier has recently specialized on a relatively
pioneering issue of mobile architecture and design
alongside traditional designing. This trend is usual
in the world and uses various technologies.
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jimavou cenu. Naskytla se myslenka rostouciho domu, ktery by se dal po -
dle potreb investora libovolné rozsifovat, ménit, popt. pfemistovat na jiny
pozemek apod. Zpocatku jsme uvazovali o drobnych investorech, ktefi by
postupem casu a vyvoje jsme se prenesli i do dalsich skupin investor(
a rozsahu jednotlivych projektd. Myslim tim, Ze kromé osloveni develo-
perskych spole¢nosti se snazime zaméfit i na statni spravu, municipalni
projekty a mnoho dal3ich.

Cerpali jste naméty doma, nebo jste se inspirovali v zahrani¢i?

Radi se inspirujeme zahrani¢nimi projekty, ale v tomto pfipadé jsme to
udélali v podstaté naopak. Na zelené louce jsme hledali sami néco, co by
u nas bylo pouzitelné, recyklovatelné, dostupné, nebot jsme si uvédomo-
vali, Ze se z projekéné-architektonického ateliéru staneme i realizétorem,
coz byla pro nas témér nova disciplina. Uvédomili jsme si zakladni pred-
poklady na nosné konstrukce a nase naro¢né pozadavky na technologie,
které by zarucily sprdvnou funk¢nost staveb. Kdyz jsme nasli prostredky
k nasemu zadméru, zacali jsme fesit konstrukéni a technologické potize,
které nam zabraly vétsinu ¢asu. Ucili jsme se vyuzivat specialné upravené
nosné konstrukce, jejich spravnou skladbu, kterd samoziejmé méla zaru-
Citi dalsi naroky na napojeni ostatnich modul(, mobilitu a mnoho dalsiho.
Béhem procesu jsme narazeli na rlizna uskali, kdy jsme se chtéli inspiro-
vat v zahranici. Zjistili jsme vsak, ze podobné projekty vétSinou byly
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Faze vystavby / Phases of the building process

»» Modularity in a Czech concept
offers individual design and a new
direction in designing building projects
and also a life style of not just a young
generation of builders. The authors
are trying to introduce an interesting
design into Czech conditions and
correspondence of interesting
architecture and a financial model.
We asked one of the authors of the
project, Martin Kokta from CB, about
the basic principles and opportunities
of mobile design.

Your atelier introduced the
project Cubespace at this year’s
Building Trade Fairs Brno. What
has inspired you and what
preceded this presentation?

The idea of the Cubespace project
is a long term matter. The more
serious concept came approximately
two and a half year ago when my
colleague and | were disappointed
with the level and condition of some
smaller projects which were being
established in Czech. The disappointmen t
was mainly with the overall conception

of the whole area, quality of architectural
design and mainly in technological
procedures during building realisation.
We wanted to look for new directions
which might provide interesting design,
utilisation of new technologies and
such a way of design that would also
allow for an interesting price. This
gave the idea of a growing house
which could be differentiated, changed,
moved to a different plot etc. according
to the investors’ needs. Firstly, we
were thinking about small investors
who would be able to afford a higher
standard from the start and extend it
gradually, but in the process of time
and development we have also moved
into other groups of investors and
sizes of individual projects. | mean that
apart from addressing development
companies we are also trying to focus
on state administration, municipal
projects and many others.

Did you draw up ideas from home

or were you inspired from abroad?
We like being inspired by foreign

projects but in this case we did it

v jinych podnebnych pasmech (alespor ty pékné) a nefesily technologic-
kou funk¢nost. Tak jsme komunikacné zistali u designu, ktery doted’'s né -
kterymi ateliéry z celého svéta konzultujeme. Jak ale vsichni vime, inspi-
race je jedna véc a vlastni rukopis véc druha. A ten si myslim, ze mame.
Jednoduse fe¢eno, méme uceleny koncept, ktery v nasich pomérech fun-

basically the other way. We were
looking on greenfields for something
we might be able to use, recycle and
approach as we understood the fact
that our project-architectural atelier
will also become the implementer
which was an entirely new discipline
for us. We understood the basic
presumption for load bearing structures
and our demanding requirements on
technologies which would ensure the
right building function. When we
found the resources for our intention
we started dealing with structural
and technological problems which
would take up most of our time. We
were learning how to use the specially
adjusted load-bearing structures, their
correct structure which was naturally
to ensure further demands for
connecting other models, mobility
and many others. We were, during
the process, facing various difficulties
when we wanted inspiration from
abroad. But we found that similar
projects were usually in different
climatic areas (the nice ones at least)
and didn’t tackle the technological
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function. So in communication we
mostly stuck with the design which
we keep discussing with ateliers from
all over the world until this day. But as
we all know, inspiration is one thing
and one’s own manuscript another.
And | think that we have that. Simply
said, we have a comprehensive concept
which functions in our conditions
with architecture and design and can
be arbitrarily modified according to
the investors’ needs.

What is the response? Who do
you think your project addressed
based on the reactions?

With regards to the fact that this is
a unique project that is usually used
abroad, it is still looking for its calling
in the Czech market. During the time
we were trying to open the issue of
module construction with our project,
we found out that both the laic
and professional public is basically
conservative. We were also looking
for the way to approach the market
and introduce new technologies,
thinking, building design and project

guje s architekturou a designem, ktery Ize libovolné upravovat podle po -

tfeb investord.

Jaka je odezva? Koho podle reakci vas projekt oslovil?

Vzhledem k tomu, Ze jde o ojedinély projekt, byt v zahranici je jiz bézné
pouzivan, na ¢eském trhu si stale hleda své uplatnéni. Za dobu, kdy se
snazime nasim projektem otevfit problematiku modulové vystavby, jsme
zjistili, Ze laickd, ale i odborna vefejnost je ve své podstaté konzervativni.
Hledali jsme také, jakym zpusobem trh oslovit a predstavit nové techno-
logie, mysleni, navrhovani staveb a také realizaci projektu. Co mé asi nej-
vic zarazilo, byl fakt, ze nikoho v prvni fazi nezajima technologie stavby,
ale spi$ cena, nasledné design. Postupem c¢asu jsme nasli uplatnéni snad
ve viech oborech a hleddme stale dal$i novinky a programy, abychom

ktefi s nami spolupracuji, pochopili myslenku nasich projektd, jejich eko-
nomicnost a variabilitu. Vedle koncového zakaznika, ktery nas systém
bere tfeba jako svij zivotni styl, mohu dodat, ze developerské aktivity
nachdzeji ¢im dal vétsi uplatnéni a pochopeni naseho systému.

V ¢em je podle vas hlavni pfednost Cubespace oproti klasickym

stavebnim postupdm?

Kazda technologie a novy ¢i zabéhly stavebni systém ma své vyhody
a nevyhody. Je ale velice dulezité vybrat tu nejvhodnéjsi na konkrétni
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realisation. What probably startled
me most was the fact that nobody is
interested in the building technology
at the first stage but they look for
price and then design. In time, we
found a use in all sectors | guess and
are looking for further innovation
and programmes in order to offer

as extensive use as possible. The
nowadays situation is different and
our clients who co-operate with us
have understood the idea of our
projects, their cost effectiveness and
variability. | can also say that our
development activities are finding more
and more use and the understanding
of our system aside from the final
customer who takes our system for
instance as his/her life style.

Where do you see the main qualities
of Cubespace in comparison with
other building procedures?

Each technology and new or proven
building system has its advantages
and disadvantages. But it is very
important to select the most suitable
one for a particular project. As for

a difference from traditional procedures
as it looks just like a steel, brick

or monolithic construction of an
administrative building which is
beautifully sheathed in a glass or
alucobond facade. There are also
other elements that need to be
differentiated and that is mainly safety,
norms and a lot of other obstacles
which do not need to be analysed
now. If | was to speak about the

some qualities. One of the main ones
is the never ending variability in structure
of various sized modules and the
opportunity for an adequate increasing
of capacity. This, for instance, tends
to be a difficulty for accommodation
establishments and hotels when the
project tends to be either overestimated
or underestimated. It is also very
difficult to know that the whole
‘construction’ is made in a production

transported to the particular site.

For instance it represents minimal
manipulation at the building site in

a very short period of time, a minimal
burden to the environment in the place
of development (closures, neighbours
and others), an incomparable pace

of development in comparison with
traditional procedures and the possibility
of an all year round realisation as

the modules can start functioning
immediately once they are set and the
wet process is also possible in the final
stage. Then comes the aforementioned
increasing of capacity - or even its
decreasing. The project also has
other qualities relating to individual
types. But we would be going too
much into detail here. The last fact is
perhaps the one of ‘time is money’ which
is specially important for the developer...

Can you closer describe the
process of realisation?

We could divide the whole process
into two phases — preparation and
realisation. In the first, we basically
proceed in the standards as would be

Cubespace, you won't distinguish positives, | dare say that we have

Wellness

projekt. Co se tykd Cubespace, na prvni pohled nerozeznate rozdil od

tradi¢nich postup(, vypada stejné jako ocelovy, zdény ¢i monoliticky
skelet administrativni budovy, kterd je krasné oplasténa sklenénou
nebo alukobondovou fasadou. Jsou zde ale dalsi prvky, které je uz
nutné rozlisovat, a to prfedevsim bezpecnost, normy a spousty dalsich
prekdzek, které asi neni nutné nyni rozebirat. Pokud bych mél hovofit
o pozitivech, mohu fici, Zze nékolik pfednosti médme. Jednou z téch
hlavnich je nekone¢na variabilita skladby modull rliznych velikosti,
moznost dodate¢ného navysovani kapacity. To je tfeba uskali navrho-
vani ubytovacich zafizeni a hotel(, kdy je projekt bud' nadhodnocen,
nebo podcerien. Déle je také velmi dllezité, Ze se celd ,stavba” vyrobi

v tovarni hale a jednotlivé moduly se transportuji na konkrétni poze-
mek. Znamend to napf. minimalni manipulaci na stavenisti ve velmi
kratkém casovém intervalu, minimalni zatéz prostiedi v misté stavby
(zébory, sousedi apod.), nesrovnatelnou rychlost vystavby na pozemku
ve srovnani s tradi¢nimi postupy, moznost celoro¢ni realizace, nebot
moduly mohou po usazeni okamzité fungovat, a pfi dokonc¢ovacich
pracich je mozny i mokry proces. Pak je to uz zminéné navysSovani
kapacity — anebo dokonce jeji snizovani. Projekt ma i dalsi pfednosti,
které se vazou k jednotlivym typlm, ale to bychom zabihali pfilis do
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hall and individual modules are with any other building project - so,

Tetris hotel

podrobnosti. Posledni je snad tvrzeni ,Cas jsou penize”, coz je pro
developera obzvlast dalezité...

Mduzete kratce priblizit proces realizace?

Celkovy proces bychom mohli rozdélit na dvé faze — pfipravnou
a realiza¢ni. V té prvni v podstaté postupujeme standardné jako
u jakéhokoli stavebniho projektu - ¢ili po prvni konzultaci nasleduje
piiprava hmotové studie pro vydani tGzemniho souhlasu, pokud je to
nutné, tak dokumentace pro Uzemni rozhodnuti, stavebni dokumen-
tace pro stavebni povoleni a nasledné provadéci dokumentace.
V poslednim bodu je jista vyhoda v tom, Zze provadéci dokumentaci
nahrazujeme vyrobni, tudiz vychazime z jednotlivych specifickych pra-
videl modularity. Tim investor usetfi zasadni ¢astku v pfipravné fazi.
Co se tyka ¢asového horizontu: Od studie po vydani stavebniho povo-
leni pro mensi projekt do 150 m ?* potifebujeme v idealnim pripadé tfi
mésice, nad 150 m * tfi mésice a vice. Podstatna je délka ,faze dvé”,
kterd se pohybuje u mensich projektt zhruba jeden mésic za bézného
provozu v hale a nésledné jeden den az tyden na pozemku, kdy
stavbu pfedavame na kli¢ kompletné hotovou investorovi. Délka reali-
zace na pozemku je variabilni kvili volbé materidlu fasady nebo ¢leni-




the first consultation is followed by
the preparation of a control study for
planning approval and if necessary
then also documentation for planning
permission, building documentation
for building permission and consequently
documentation for implementation.
The last point has certain advantages
as the documentation of implementation
replaces the production one, so we
are stemming from the individual
specific rules of modularity. This will
allow the investor to save a significant
amount of money in the preparation
phase. As for the time horizon: from
the study, to having building permission
for a smaller project up to 150 sqg m
issued, we ideally need three months,
for a project above 150 sq m three
months and more. The length of

the ‘second phase’ is significant

and with the smaller projects comes
to approximately one month if
everything goes well and this is
followed by one day to one week on
the site when we are handing over
the complete building to the investor.
The length of implementation on

choice of facade material or interior
segmentation and connection of the
individual modules. If we join both
the groups in a time line we get

a very interesting number.

The variability of your buildings
have a wide range of uses. What
market sector would you like to
focus on?

We are individualists and don't
want to set off on the way of
type projects. | am not saying that

| absolutely eliminate them as we also
have a programme for the so called
‘starting or social housing’. Thea nchor
is the repeatable modularity of ‘lego
for adults’ which is always done
differently and originally. Modules
give space to individual projects. Apart
from the programmes we have already
drawn up (solitaire buildings, wellness,
family houses, accommodation units,
mobile offices, shops, hotel, schools,
DPS and others) we will focus on

a more exacting clientele who want
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the added value of their projects and
at the same a good quality project.

How does the state administration
and the developers react to your
project in this connection?

It is very individual and also depends
on the particular people you deal
with. But we mostly have a good
experience and are already preparing
several interesting projects.

At last year's Architecture Week
you participated as a co-exhibitor.
What are you preparing for this
September’s exhibition?

Last year we participated via the
exhibition and now we would like to
prepare another programme focused
on modular and mobile design. We
have prepared an interactive exposition
and lecture about modular construction.
There is one more surprise which we
will for now keep secret and we are
inviting everybody to Architecture
Week 2008 where you will find a lot
of other great projects, partners and
friends.

the plot varies with regards to the

tosti interiéru a napojeni jednotlivych moduld. Kdyz obé skupiny spo-
jime v ¢asové kfivce, ziskdme velmi zajimavé ¢islo.

Variabilita vasich staveb ma Sirokou $kalu uplatnéni. Na jaky
sektor trhu se chcete zaméfit?

Jsme tak trochu individualisté a nechceme se vydat cestou typovych
projektl. Tim nefikdm, Ze je absolutné vylucuji, protoze mame pro-
gram i pro tzv. startovni ¢i socidlni bydleni. Zdkladnim kamenem je
opakovatelnd modularita ,lego pro dospélé”, ale pokazdé jinak
a origindlné. Moduly davaji prostor pro individudini projekt. Kromé
programd, které jsme jiz zpracovali (solitérni stavby, wellnes, RD, uby-
tovaci jednotky, mobilni office, prodejny, hotely, skoly, DPS apod.) se
budeme zamérovat na naro¢néjsi klientelu, kterd chce pfidanou hod-
notu svych projektd a zaroven kvalitni zpracovani.

Radova zastavba / Row houses

See more at www.cubespaceeu v

Jak v této souvislosti reaguje na projekt vefejna sprava a de velopefi?

Je to individudlni a zalezZi to i na konkrétnich lidech, s nimiz jedname.
Vétsinou vsak mame dobré zkusenosti a nékolik zajimavych projektd jiz
nyni pfipravujeme.

Na loriském Architecture week jste se ucastnil jako spoluvysta-
vovatel. Co chystéte pro letosni zafijovou prehlidku?

V loriském roce jsme se Ucastnili formou vystavy a nyni bychom chtéli
pripravit dal3i program orientovany na moduldrni a mobilni design. Mdme
pripravenou interaktivni expozici a pfednasku na téma moduldrni vystavba.
K tomu jesté jedno prekvapeni, které nechame prozatim v tajnosti,
a zveme vsechny na Architecture week 2008, kde budete moci objevit
spousty dalsich skvélych projektd, partner(i a pratel.

Vice na www.cubespace.eu v
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